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Preble County Public Health (PCPH) is working on Coronavirus (COVID-19) response every single 
day. You should monitor state and local news but rely on PCPH for reliable information on COVID-19 
right here in Preble County. Information and guidance for COVID-19 changes daily. PCPH provides 
weekly Public Information Releases and will keep information current on our website at 
preblecountyhealth.org. 
 
Here are the latest local facts and advice about COVID-19 in Preble County:  
 

1. There are zero confirmed cases in Preble County (3/25/2020 – 2:00pm). This will change. 
Community transmission is occurring in Ohio and throughout all of our neighboring counties 
in Indiana and Ohio. PCPH will release a press release upon confirmation of Preble County’s 
first laboratory confirmed case.  
 

2. There are 867 confirmed cases in Ohio (3/25/2020 – 2:00pm).  There are 15 deaths and 
approximately 223 hospitalizations related to COVID-19 in Ohio.  Age ranges for infection 
vary from less than a year old to 94 years old.  You can access the latest numbers, daily  at 
coronavirus.ohio.gov.  
 

3. There are people in Preble County being tested for COVID-19.  These patients are called 
Persons Under Investigation (PUI).  Testing for COVID-19 is still very limited throughout Ohio 
and is being primarily restricted to those showing  very severe symptoms.  Please CALL your 
doctor, urgent care or hospital location before going!  
 

4. Don’t ask for testing.  Testing is not a treatment nor prevents you from later acquiring the 
virus.  Remember that testing is limited to those who are very sick and/or are high risk. 
Healthcare workers consider all options and they consult with public health department 
staff.  Let healthcare providers do their job.  COVID-19 is not the only illness out there.  
 

5. Ohio’s Stay at Home Order.  Ohio Department of Health Director Amy Acton, M.D., MPH 
issued a director’s order to require all Ohioans to stay in their homes to prevent the further 
spread of COVID-19 beginning at 11:59 p.m. EDT on Monday, March 23, 2020 until 11:59 
p.m. on April 6, 2020. This order prohibits holding gatherings of any size and closes all 
nonessential businesses. It does NOT prohibit essential activities like going to the grocery 
store, receiving medical care, or taking your pet for a walk. Residents can return home from 
out of state and can leave the state. Please see coronavirus.ohio.gov for more on this order. 
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6. Mission Masks. There is a national shortage of N95 respirator and surgical masks that are used 
in healthcare to protect those serving us.  During normal times these masks are used once and 
thrown away.  With the national shortage, our healthcare workers have to re-use masks to 
conserve the very limited supply available.  Fabric masks will be used over their N95 respirator 
or surgical masks to provide an extra layer of protection for our valued first responders and 
healthcare workers. 
 
The Preble County Medical Reserve Corps (MRC), a volunteer organization sponsored by Preble 
County Public Health and the National Association of City and County Health Officials (NACCHO), 
is teaming up with community members to make these much-needed fabric masks. 
 
Masks can be dropped off anytime at: Preble County Public Health, 615 Hillcrest Drive, Eaton, 
OH  45320. A bin is located outside the front door.  We ask that you include your name, email, 
and phone number with the masks. 
 
 

Why is Ohio taking these measures?  
 
We are working to slow the spread of COVID-19 in Ohio.  You’ve heard this before, but prevention is 
the best tool for COVID-19 across Ohio.  Your personal choices are going to play a huge part in how 
this illness, or any respiratory illness, plays out.  We all have personal responsibility to help prevent 
COVID-19.  
 
Symptoms and What You Can Do  

Since there is community spread, it’s important we all understand the symptoms of COVID-19 

(fever, cough, or shortness of breath). Older adults and people who have severe underlying 

medical conditions like heart or lung disease or diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing 

more serious complications from COVID-19 illness.  If you or a family member is experiencing 

these symptoms you should CALL your healthcare provider first so they can evaluate you over the 

phone. If you do not have a healthcare provider. But if you have an emergency, always call 911.  

If you have questions about COVID-19 you can contact the Ohio Department of Health 

COVID-19 hotline at 833-427-5634 or visit preblecountyhealth.org/coronavirus.  
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